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SELECTIONS FROM THE MILITARY PAPERS 
OF BRIG. GEN. WILLIAM IRVINE. 

[Manuscript Division, Historical Society of Pennsylvania] 

Col. William Irvine to Board of War. 

Col : Irvines most Respectfull Compliments to General 
Gates — & the other Gentlemen of the Board of War — 
Requests they will please to think of some plan for his 
Exchange — & if Exchanged he hopes his Rank will be 
preserved in the line — he will not presume to say how 
these things ought to be done as he has the utmost Con- 
fidence in the wisdom & Justice of the Board 

Jan y 29—1778 
The Hon ble 
Horatio Gates Esq r 
Major General — 

Elias Boudinot, Com. Gen. of Prisoners, to Col. W. 

Irvine. 

Camp Aprill 23 d 1778 
D r Sir 

It is with Pleasure that I inform you that I accom- 
plished your Exchange the Day before Yesterday for 
Coll Rutherford of the North Carolina Insurgents — 
On this Occasion I have only Time heertily to Con- 
gratulate you — 

Am Sir 

Your very Hble Serv' 
Elias Boudinot 

Com. Gen 1 of Pres : 
Coll: W m Irwin. 

Addressed : On the publick Service 
To 

Coll : William Irwin 
near 

Carlisle. 
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Gen. Anthony Wayne to Col. William Irvine. 

Mount Joy 27 th April 1778. 
Dear Colonel 

It's with the sincerest pleasure I Congratulate you 
on your Exchange — and hope to see you in Camp in the 
Course of a few days where you are much Wanted 

The Intelligence out of Phil" is, that the Hessians 
are Ordered home — but to this I can 't give much Credit 
— as Mr. Howe could not possibly keep the City were 
they to be Withdrawn. 

The Commissioners are said to be Lord Amhurst, 
Adm 1 Kepple & Gen 1 Murry, whose names sounds more 
like Heralds of War — than Ambassadors of Peace. 

Adieu and believe me yours most 

Sincerely 

Col Irvine Ant y Wayne 

Valley Forge. 

Oath of Allegiance of Col. William Irvine. 
I William Irvine Colonel of the 7 th Pennsylvania Regi- 
ment — 10 th January 1776 — do acknowledge the United 
States of America to be free, Independent and Sov- 
ereign States, and declare that the people thereof owe 
no allegiance or obedience to George the third — King 
of Great Britain; and I renounce, refuse and ab- 
jure any allegiance or obedience to him; and I do — 
Swear — that I will, to the utmost of my power, sup- 
port, maintain and defend the said United States 
against the said King George the Third, his heirs and 
successors, and his or their abettors, assistants and ad- 
herents, and will serve the said United States in the 
office of Colonel, which I now hold, with fidelity 
according to the best of my skill and understanding. — 

W m Irvine 
Sworn before me— Camp ] Col : 7 th Pen a Reg 1 

Mount Joy this 12 day of 
May 1778— 

Ant y Wavne B. G.J 
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Gen. Geo. Washington to Gen. William Irvine. 

[May 4, 1779] 
General Washington's compliments to General Irvine 
— begs the favor of his company to dinner to-day. The 
Lieut Girard is to be of the company. 

Tuesday morning. 

Gen. Geo. Washington to Gen. William Irvine. 

After Sunset 6 th June 1779 
Sir, 

I just now received your letter; & am happy to in- 
form you that our supplies, of provision are rather 
promising; every exertion has been used to forward 
them on this side, many waggon loads are not far off, 
and I natter myself from the accounts handed to me 
that if necessary we may draw on the magazines over 
the North Biver. — With respect to spirits I have also 
given the necessary orders to forward what stock might 
be at Morris Town and its vicinity — 

Your information concerning the enemy is entirely 
grounless, & so different, that I wish you to keep a vigi- 
lant watch — 

Major Dun who is with you by this time will have 
delivered you my orders — I am S r 

Y r Most Obet. 
Gen 1 Irvine G° Washington. 

P : S : some Vessels have gone down 

Col. Alex. Hamilton to Gen. William Irvine. 

[June 8, 1779.] 
Sir 
His Excellency requests you will be at Head Quarters 

this day at 10 O'Clock 

Sr Y r Obed Sr 

Smith's Tavern A. Hamilton 

June 8 Aide De Camp 

B. G' Irwin 
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Col. Alex. Hamilton to Gen. William Irvine. 
Sir, 

His Excellency requests you will have an exact re- 
turn made of the total strength of the Pensylvania 
batalions; in which you will designate the different 
terms of service for what the men are engaged — He is 
aware there is only one distinction between those for 
during the war and those for three years or during the 
war. He wants to know the precise number of each — 
The Board of war have requested it and the State have 
requested it — the latter, to know the deficiency in their 
batalions — But The General would have the matter 
kept out of the men's sight as much as possible; be- 
cause it is expedient to interpret the alternative in 
favour of the public, even if it should be found advise- 
able to give the soldier a douceur. 

I have the honor to be 
Be pleased to have the re- Y r Most Obed. Ser. 
turn as accurate and cleare Alex Hamilton 

as possible Aide De Camp 

H d Q ra June 11 th 1779 

Gen. William Irvine to Mrs. Irvine. 

Camp near Morristown Dec r 22 d 1779. 
My dearest love 

I wrote you twelve days ago, I am extremely anxious 
to get an answer to that letter, or indeed to hear from 
you at all — as I have not got a line from you since 
October. I mentioned in my last my having received 
a letter from M r Niell, in which he says he will go up 
to take you & the children down with him for the 
Winter — I wrote him for answer that I wou [torn] that 
altogether to you & him — however I hope you have got 
my letter on that subject. 

As the time draws near that you had reason to expect 
me home I am unhappy on your Account least you 
should be uneasy. 
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But surely you should know better by this time — as 
you well know I cannot make my own time — I cannot 
I fear leave this in less than fifteen days from this time 
— which will make it near the 20 th of January before I 
reach home — But in some measure to make up for this 
disappointment I am in hopes to obtain leave of Ab- 
sence till the first of April — I need not tell my love — 
that I will go as soon, & stay as long as in my power — 
I never longed so much to see you & my dear little ones 
in my life — I look every day for an answer to my last 
— I am so anxious to know your determination about 
going to Baltimore — I can only assure you that what 
ever you do shall be pleasing to me — pray [torn] make 
your self as happy as possible — 

I am My dearest love 

Yours Most Affectionately 
W m Irvine. 
P : S : I have not yet determined what road I shall take 
— but if there is snow on the ground I will go in a 
sle[igh] by Reading — as that is near a days Ride 
nearer than by Philad a — 

M rs Irvine 



